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The following questions were raised during the student-led session on the analytical framework
(Week 4, February 27). Below are my responses. If you have follow-up questions, bring them
to office hours or email me.

Question: Relevant theories and concepts: How do you determine which theories are the most
relevant? In how much detail should you trace the theoretical foundations to also ensure you are
using the right framework?

Response: Choose theories that directly help explain your research question and guide your
variables or interpretation. Trace the theoretical foundations only far enough to show you
understand where the framework comes from and why it is appropriate for your case.

Question: Avoiding repetition in the literature review: If a theory has already been discussed
earlier in the literature review, to what extent should you repeat it in the analytical framework?
How do you refer back to it without unnecessary duplication?

Response: Do not repeat full explanations. Briefly restate the key concept or definition and
explicitly refer back to the literature review where it was discussed in more detail.

Question: Confidence in definitions: How do you (confidently) commit to a specific definition
of a concept when multiple definitions exist? How do you justify your choice?

Response: Select the definition that best fits your research question and empirical material.
Justify the choice by citing key scholars and explaining why that definition is analytically
useful for your study.

Question: Ethics of using blog posts or online messages: If you use posts or messages from
a specific blogosphere or online community, to what extent is this ethically acceptable? What
ethical considerations (e.g., consent, privacy, anonymity, unobtrusiveness) should you take into
account and include in the ethics discussion in the thesis?

Response: Publicly available online content (blogs, public forums, social media posts) can
generally be used as research material if it is properly cited and documented. However,
researchers should still consider potential harm, expectations of privacy, and whether the
platform is clearly public. In some cases, anonymizing usernames or avoiding unnecessary
identification may be appropriate, especially if individuals are private persons rather than
public figures. A short explanation of how the material was collected and cited should be
included in the ethics or methods discussion.
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Question: Placement of limitations and future research: Where should the research limitations
be discussed? Only in a separate limitations section, or can they also appear in the conclusion?
And where is it most appropriate to introduce suggestions for future research?

Response: Limitations are usually discussed in a short dedicated section near the end of the
thesis or within the discussion. Future research is most commonly suggested in the conclusion.

Question: Dealing with abstraction and early research phases: When ideas are still abstract
and the research is not yet fully developed, how can you make well-founded methodological and
theoretical choices at this stage?

Response: At early stages, make provisional choices based on the best available literature
and your research question. Frameworks and methods can be refined later as your literature
review and data familiarity improve.
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